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Civil Law Handbook
10.5 Witness Worksheet
Fill in each column. For example:
Witness: Dr. Reynolds.
Points: 1. Your sleeping disorder, 2. How this affects your ability to focus during the day and your ability to drive, 3. It started to be reported after the collision. 
Documents you will use: the medical records dated March 2019 - January 2020.
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Defendant’s options
Once the party bringing the lawsuit has finished calling their evidence, you as the defendant have some options. 
At this time, you have three options.
1. Ask for a non-suit.
1. Decide not to call witnesses or enter evidence. Move directly to closing arguments.
1. Decide to call witnesses and enter evidence.
Non-suit
It is the responsibility of the person bringing the lawsuit to prove on a balance of probabilities (at least 50%) all of the elements of their case. If you are confident the other side has not proven one or more elements of their case at all, you may choose not to call any witnesses or give evidence yourself, but ask for a non-suit.
You may ask the judge to decide whether or not the party who started the lawsuit has proven every necessary element of their case. This is called a motion for non-suit. If your motion for non-suit is granted, you will not have to call evidence or make a legal argument about your position in the lawsuit, and you will usually win the lawsuit. If your motion for non-suit is denied, you can still call your own evidence if you want.
Give no evidence
Second, you can decide to not call evidence, at which time the case will simply move to closing arguments. In closing arguments, you can argue that the other party has not provided sufficient evidence prove their case. This is a fairly risky thing to do, because if you are wrong, you will not have a chance to call evidence later. You should only choose to call no evidence if you are absolutely confident the other side has not proven their case sufficiently.

Give evidence
The third option is that you may proceed to give evidence and begin calling your witnesses.
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