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Criminal Law Handbook
6.5	Before Court Checklist
To be sure you are ready for court, consider these questions: 
· Reviewed all the court documents and the disclosure provided by the Crown, including the police officer’s and complainant’s statement(s).
· Clearly understand the Crown’s case, and the elements of the offence(s) you are charged with - see Section 4.1.
· Prepared all witnesses, if you are going to call evidence. They have been served with a subpoena / summons which lets them know where and when to come.
· Organized all documents and case law.
· Brought the original document (to be handed to the clerk) and 3 copies (for the other party, judge and yourself) of all document evidence.
· Prepared your strategy for trial, your opening statement, and questions for your and the other party’s witnesses.
· Wearing appropriate clothing in court.
· Had a good night sleep before going to court.
· Know the time and place of your court appearance and plan to arrive early.
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