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Family Law Handbook
1.9 	Questions to Ask a Lawyer Worksheet 
Documents to take to your first meeting with a lawyer:
A written summary of the facts in your dispute, including whether you have children, and questions about parenting, spousal and child support, where you will live, and property division.
Important documents, relating to your dispute, such as letters, invoices, receipts, employment income for you and your spouse, business income, personal and business assets of you and your spouse, photographs, court documents, agreements, and contracts.
Personal contact information, including your personal and business addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses.
Contact information for potential witnesses. 
Some of the following questions may not apply to your situation. Read the following questions before visiting a lawyer and cross off the questions you do not need to ask.
How does the law affect my situation?
What are my options – for resolving the dispute out of court, or in the court?
What experience do you have with similar cases?
How would you handle my case?
What legal risks am I facing?
How can I settle the case?
How long will my case take?
What documents do I need to support my case?
Do I need statements from witnesses?
What is the court likely to order?
If I am successful at trial, how can I collect money after the judgment?
What types of fee options do you offer? What is your hourly rate?
When will I receive bills from you, and when am I expected to pay?
How can I reduce the cost? Can I handle some of the legal work myself?
Do I have payment options?
Do you need a retainer right away (deposit in advance)?
How is it best to contact the lawyer, and how soon can I expect a reply? Do you charge for phone calls, emails and mail?
What do you expect from me? What can I expect from you?
Other questions you may have.

Notes: 
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